MLA in-text citations
Some of the support in your body paragraphs may be direct quotes or paraphrasing from the text.  Use only short quotes - one or two sentences.  The purpose of in-text citation is to alert the reader to the corresponding entry in the accompanying works cited list.  You need to cite anything you quote directly or paraphrase, whether it’s from the book you read or another source.  Your in-text citation needs to be in the same sentence as the quote or paraphrase.  Below are guidelines for citing sources in the text of your essay.
Note:  The contents of your citations may be integrated into the sentence, parenthetical, or part of both.

When citing from the book you read, your in-text citations must include:

· The author’s last name  and the page number where you obtained the quote/paraphrase 

· Here are three ways it could be done:

· For instance, when Huck is sleepy during his watch shift, he states on page 124, “I was pretty sleepy by that time, so Jim he said he would stand the first half of it for me; he was always mighty good that way” (Twain).
· For instance, when Huck is sleepy during his watch shift, he states, “I was pretty sleepy by that time, so Jim he said he would stand the first half of it for me; he was always mighty good that way” (Twain 124).
· For instance, when Huck is sleepy during his watch shift, Twain has him state on page 124, “I was pretty sleepy by that time, so Jim he said he would stand the first half of it for me; he was always mighty good that way.”
If you read the text online (and therefore have no page numbers):
· Replace the page number with the number of the chapter in which the cited passage appears

· For instance, when Huck is sleepy during his watch shift, he states, “I was pretty sleepy by that time, so Jim he said he would stand the first half of it for me; he was always mighty good that way” (Twain ch. 20).
If you cite additional materials from web sites:
· Create your works cited list first.  This will let you know what information to useyou’re your in-text citation, include the first item that appears in the corresponding works cited entry; most commonly, this is an author name (use only the last name) or the article name. 
· In the example below, here is the works cited entry for the sample quote being cited.

"Huck Finn Criticism." Time Entertainment. Time Inc. Web. 12 Dec. 2011. <http://entertainment.time.com/2011/01/06/removing-the-n-word-from-huck-finn-top-10-censored-books/#the-adventures-of-huckleberry-finn>.

· Since the first item in the works cited entry is the title of the article, that’s what goes into the in-text citation. NOTE:  format the content of your in-text citation the way it is formatted in the works cited list – here, we’ll put the article title in quotes since that’s how it’s handled in the works cited entry.
· Since the first publishing of The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn in 1885, “Critics deemed Mark Twain’s use of common vernacular (slang) as demeaning and damaging” (“Huck Finn Criticism”).


Still unsure?  Have a question not covered here?  Visit the Purdue online writing lab or ask Mr. Cleary.
