Hi-Lights I
Feature Writing Unit

Pick a topic (and angle) you think would make an engaging feature story.  Using your knowledge of what makes a good feature story, turn your idea into reality.  Use quotes from at least two students (outside of this class) and one teacher/administrator.  The minimum word count is 500.  

Targets

· Produce unbiased, informative work featuring effective use of quotes from multiple sources
· Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to the story and the readership
· Create an effective story-specific lead to attract readers to the story
· Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for what the reader will want/need to know
· Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling
· Demonstrate command of industry standard (AP) as well as publication-specific stylistic conventions
Hi-Lights II
News/Feature/General Entertainment Story Assessment 

	
	A
	B
	C
	D

	Content
50
	- Successfully concise, attention-
grabbing lead
- Very well detailed with all information relevant
- Completely avoids editorializing
-Very effective use of quotes and paraphrasing
	- Lead attempts to go beyond the 5ws and h
- Well detailed with nearly all information relevant
- May have one or two minor instances of editorializing
-Effective use of quotes and paraphrasing
	- Basic lead sticks to 5 ws and h
- Good detail with most information relevant
- Generally avoids editorializing
-Very effective use of quotes and paraphrasing
	- Lead lacks basic information
- Lacking in detail or information relevancy
- Openly editorializes
-Minimal or ineffective use of quotes and paraphrasing

	Organization
25
	- Information presented in logical fashion
- The sentences flow logically - one very clearly clearly leads into the next
- Short, concise, unified paragraphs flow logically
	- Information presented in mostly logical fashion
- The sentences mostly flow logically - one clearly leads into the next
- Short, concise, unified paragraphs mostly flow logically
	- Information presented in somewhat logical fashion
- The sentences sometimes flow logically - one generally leads into the next
-  Paragraphs may be lengthy but may possess some degree of unity and logical flow
	- Information not often presented in logical fashion
- The sentences do not often flow logically
-  Paragraphs too lengthy and possess little, if any, unity and logical flow

	Conventions
25
	-Thoroughly demonstrates mastery of AP/Hi-Lights writing and formatting styles
- Nearly flawless grammar/ spelling/ punctuation
	- Demonstrates strong hold on AP/Hi-Lights writing and formatting styles
- Contains grammar/spelling/punctuation errors that begin to detract from the content
	- Demonstrates developing hold on AP/Hi-Lights writing and formatting styles
- Contains grammar/spelling/ punctuation errors that clearly detract from the content
	- Demonstrats beginning hold on AP/Hi-Lights writing and formatting styles
- Contains many grammar/spelling/punctuation errors; they overshadow the content


