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Welcome to Hi-Lights I!  I hope you are excited about all of your new learning opportunities in journalism, the opportunity to work on an issue of our school newspaper, and the possibility of joining the Hi-Lights II staff.  Please read and understand the following expectations for our class.

Our Goals/Standards:
· Students will use appropriate strategies for comprehending texts.

· Students will use strategies to analyze texts.

· Students will use criteria to select resources.

· Students will logically and effectively organize written language

· Students will use standard English conventions (and specialized Hi-Lights and AP styles) in written language.

· Students will produce smooth and expressive sentence structure.
· Students will edit written language and justify editing decisions.
· Students will use technology to enhance learning of the publishing experience.
· Students will meet specified deadlines.

Areas of Study:
Hi-Lights I is the preparation course for Hi-Lights II, the class that publishes our school newspaper.  It’s a year long, and worth one English credit. These are the areas we focus on in English Hi-Lights I:
· Various print sources for learning about journalism basics and practice
· Writing (ALL ASPECTS including journalism style, usage, mechanics) news, feature, opinion, entertainment, in-depth, and sports stories
· Teamwork

· Page layout design (Adobe InDesign) and publishing– after creating practice pages, this class will be directly involved in the publishing of this year’s Hi-Lights issue 7 (May/June).
· Digital Photography and Adobe Photoshop

· Business Practices
Proposed units (subject to change):

· What is News?  The rights and responsibilities of student journalists

· Writing News stories

· AP and Hi-Lights style

· Writing Feature stories

· Writing Editorials

· Writing Reviews – the entertainment section

· Writing Sports stories

· Layout – Adobe InDesign

· Photo editing – Adobe Photoshop

· Ad/graphics creation – Adobe Photoshop

Assessment: 
All work is assessed on a total point scale.  The English Department follows the Orange Guide grading system: 


	A
	95-100

	A-
	93-94

	B+
	91-92

	B
	87-90

	B-
	85-86

	C+
	83-84

	C
	80-82

	C-
	78-79

	D+
	76-77

	D
	72-75

	D-
	70-71


Policies:
Late Work
Missing work/unit assessments are marked in Skyward as missing.  Once submitted, I will mark them as late and enter the date you submitted the work; this affects your soft skills “work habits” assessment but not your academic assessment.
Absences

If you are absent, it is your responsibility to find out what you missed.  You can speak with me (at a time OTHER THAN the beginning of class), check the web site and class calendar (or daily texts) or talk to someone else from class.  For each excused absence, you will have two days to make up any learning assigned during your absence.

Plagiarism
Plagiarism in any form will result in an office referral.  There will be an opportunity to 

Extra Credit
Extra credit opportunities are sporadic - extra means “in addition to …,” not “in place of …”. 

Story Rewrites
If the story is turned in on time, the student will be permitted to rewrite the story to improve his or her quality of writing. Rewriting, however, is work, not an exercise in spelling and fixing simple grammatical or style errors. The student is expected to significantly alter the story in the rewriting process. 

Story Format/Submission
All stories are expected to be formatted using Hi-Lights style. Not complying with formatting guidelines will result in the story being returned to be fixed before grading.

Netbooks

You have a netbook to use as a learning tool, not as an entertainment source.  Please do not use it unless instructed to.

Cell Phones/iPods, etc.

These can also function as learning tools, but with your netbook, you won’t need them.  I expect not to see these.
Tardiness/Restroom

You should use the restroom before you come to class.  Do not come to class just before the bell rings and ask to go to the restroom.  If you are late to class, you MUST PROVIDE A PASS!  You may not leave the room without a pink pass.
Mr. Cleary – B237


lcleary@plymouth.k12.wi.us


� HYPERLINK "mailto:mrclearyphs@gmail.com" �mrclearyphs@gmail.com�


920.893.6911 ext. 1586


Class website – www.clearyphs.weebly.com – for handouts, daily calendar, blogging activity and more





There is a final exam at the end of each semester.  Here’s how your semester grades will be calculated:





Quarter 1:		45%


Quarter 2:		45%


Semester 1 Exam:	10%





Quarter 3:		45%


Quarter 4:		45%


Semester 2 Exam:	10%








Although Hi-Lights counts as an English credit toward graduation at PHS, many colleges and universities will not recognize it toward the required four credits for post-secondary education; for this reason, you should take English classes in addition to Hi-Lights.


Because Hi-Lights is an elective program, summer school is not offered.


In the Skyward gradebook, all quarter grades are based on total points – enrichment activities will be worth much less than end of unit final stories/projects.











