Clause Basics

This will help you with writing complete sentences, avoiding run-ons, and using commas properly.

An independent clause is a group of words that contains a subject and a verb.  It is a complete sentence.

1. Gary jumped.

2. Tom sliced the head off of the serpent.

3. Vanilla Ice will open the M.C. Hammer show.

4. Chris admired the 10/90 mullet.

A dependent clause is a group of words that contains a subject and a verb, but cannot stand as a complete sentence because of the addition of a word called a dependent marker (AKA subordinating conjunction).

	after
	because
	although
	if

	before
	since
	though
	unless

	when
	now that
	even though
	only if

	while
	as
	whereas
	whether or not

	since
	in order that
	while
	even if

	until
	so
	 
	in case (that)


1. While Gary jumped.

2. Because Jeni sliced the head off of the serpent.

3. Although Vanilla Ice will open the M.C. Hammer show.

4. Even though Chris admired the 10/90 mullet.

Dependent clauses are, as the name suggests, dependent – they are dependent on an independent clause to make them part of a complete sentence.

1. While Gary jumped, the classroom floor shook.

2. Because Tom sliced the head off the serpent, he was covered in blood and guts.

3. Chad will not go to the Slayer concert unless Vanilla Ice opens the show.

4. Even though Chris admired the 10/90 mullet, he will stick with his crew cut.

Independent or Dependent?

1. When Phil opened the economy-sized can of Spaghettios.

2. Today is a glorious day.

3. Although the story ended with anarchy.

4. David fainted at the Backstreet Boys concert in Gibbsville.

5. Even though they never did turn me into a toad.

6. If we decide that we need to run through the tornado.

7. Before Tony chased the thug who stole his cell phone.

8. Cody forgot his CD player in the satchel on his bike.

9. As Amanda read the trashy romance novel.

10. While Krystal ate the double bacon butter burger with super-sized fries.
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Independent/dependent clauses

Directions:  identify each item as an independent (I) or dependent (D) clause.  Underline all of the subordinating conjunctions.

1. When the camp counselor checked the cabin.

2. They sang songs around a campfire.

3. Because he put a frog in Mike’s sleeping bag.

4. Mosquitoes were a problem

5. If they had passed the lifesaving course.

6. The captain of the swim team completed his laps in record time.

7. The tired students slept through chemistry class.

8. When everyone had gone home.

9. Although the Easter egg hunt started at 9:00.

10. The flying squirrel landed on Ashley’s face.

11. Although he had no formal education.

12. While Ed sanded the old rocker.

13. Because the sun melted Lester into a puddle of nasty slime.
14. As the world turned.

15. If Tina cannot convince the bachelor to marry her.

16. Since Fred had to eat 10 live cockroaches on Fear Factor.

17. The gecko (not Gieco) puffs up like a small green balloon.
18. The audience cheered loudly.

19. When several racket strings broke.

20. Some crazy locals fought in front of the stage.

Directions:  Each sentence contains at least one independent and at least one dependent clause.  Underline the independent clauses once.  Underline the dependent clauses twice.

1. After the storm tore through Plymouth, PHS remained in outstanding condition.

2. I went to the Alde in Sheboygan because I wanted to get an excellent deal on bananas.

3. If I buy this huge plasma screen TV today, I know for sure it will be on sale within two weeks.

4. We had to stop playing basketball since the ball went down the sewer.

5. Because the sun was hot, many spectators wore hats.

6. The press interviewed the victorious Chad after the golf meet while the loser Ryan walked slowly into the showers.

7. The stadium was jammed with spectators when the tennis stars walked to the center court.

8. When Shirley received a 22 on a par 3, the audience cheered loudly.

9. After the Dude wrote the check for 79 cents, he drank his pint of milk.

10. We decided to have the picnic even though a tornado had been spotted. 

